Three Rivers Public Library District

New Fiction List February 2010

(All titles have been received or are on order; any may be requested by asking any library clerk.)

Secrets of Eden by Chris Bohjalin

"There," says Alice Hayward to Reverend Stephen Drew, just after her baptism, and just before going
home to the husband who will kill her that evening and then shoot himself. Drew, tortured by the cryptic
finality of that short utterance, feels his faith in God slipping away and is saved from despair only by a
meeting with Heather Laurent, the author of wildly successful, inspirational books about . . . angels.
Heather survived a childhood that culminated in her own parents' murder-suicide, so she identifies
deeply with Alice’s daughter, Katie, offering herself as a mentor to the girl and a shoulder for Stephen —
who flees the pulpit to be with Heather and see if there is anything to be salvaged from the spiritual
wreckage around him.

But then the State's Attorney begins to suspect that Alice's husband may not have killed himself. . .and
finds out that Alice had secrets only her minister knew. [Coming early February]

Able One by Ben Bova

When a nuclear missile launched by a rogue North Korean faction explodes in space the resulting
shockwave destroys the world’s satellites, throwing global communication into chaos. The United States
military satellites, designed to withstand such an assault, show that two more missiles are sitting on the
launch pad in North Korea, ready to be deployed. Faced with the threat of a thermonuclear attack, the
United States has only one possible defense: Able One.

ABL-1, or Able One, is a modified 747 fitted with a high-powered laser able to knock out missiles in
flight. But both the laser’s technology and the jet’s crew are untested. What was originally to be a
training flight with a skeleton crew turns into a desperate race to destroy the two remaining nukes. Will
Able One’s experimental technology be enough to prevent World War III—especially when it becomes
clear that a saboteur is onboard? [Coming early February]|

Bellfield Hall by Anna Dean

1805. An engagement party is taking place for Mr. Richard Montague, son of wealthy landowner Sir
Edgar Montague, and his fiancée Catherine. During a dance with his beloved, a strange thing happens: a
man appears at Richard's shoulder and appears to communicate something to him without saying a
word. Instantly breaking off the engagement, he rushes off to speak to his father, never to be seen again.
Distraught with worry, Catherine sends for her spinster aunt, Miss Dido Kent, who has a penchant for
solving mysteries. Catherine pleads with her to find her fiancé and to discover the truth behind his
disappearance. It's going to take a lot of logical thinking to untangle the complex threads of this multi-
layered mystery, and Miss Dido Kent is just the woman to do it. [Coming early February]

The Puzzle Lady vs the Sudoku Lady by Parnell Hall

It’s the battle of the century when Minami, the Sudoku Lady, shows up in Bakerhaven, Connecticut, to
meet Cora Felton, the Puzzle Lady, whose sudoku books have just edged Minami’s off of the Japanese
bestseller list. Before the rivals have a chance to square off, a killer strikes, and a sudoku puzzle is found
at the scene of the murder. Now it’s a fight to the finish to see who can unmask the killer.



Cora is eager to undo her Japanese counterpart---at least until the poor woman is arrested for murder and
Cora realizes that she accidentally framed her for the crime. As if that weren’t frustrating enough, the
publicity of her arrest drives Minami’s sales through the roof!

Now it’s up to Cora to clear her rival’s name, get her off the bestseller list, and trap the real killer, but
she’d better do it fast, before the cops find out what Cora did, and she winds up facing more jail time
than Minami.[Coming early January]

Winter Garden by Kristin Hannah

Meredith and Nina Whitson are as different as sisters can be. One stayed at home to raise her children
and manage the family apple orchard; the other followed a dream and traveled the world to become a
famous photojournalist. But when their beloved father falls ill, Meredith and Nina find themselves
together again, standing alongside their cold, disapproving mother, Anya, who even now, offers no
comfort to her daughters. As children, the only connection between them was the Russian fairy tale
Anya sometimes told the girls at night. On his deathbed, their father extracts a promise from the women
in his life: the fairy tale will be told one last time—and all the way to the end. Thus begins an
unexpected journey into the truth of Anya’s life in war-torn Leningrad, more than five decades ago.
Alternating between the past and present, Meredith and Nina will finally hear the singular, harrowing
story of their mother’s life, and what they learn is a secret so terrible and terrifying that it will shake the
very foundation of their family and change who they believe they are. [Coming early February]

Here Comes Trouble by Donna Kauffman

A child of Vegas, Brett Hennessey knows about luck - especially the bad kind. But when this poker
superstar hops on his Harley to outrun Lady Misfortune and ends up at a pretty B&B run by an even
prettier proprietor, he can't help thinking he's stumbled onto a winning streak...Sure, Kirby Farrell's new
B&B ski lodge opened to the warmest winter in Vermont memory, but fate brought her a bad boy on a
hot bike and settled him into her best room. She's still broke, but the view across the breakfast table has
definitely improved...Only now Brett's past has finally caught up to him. He has two choices: run again -
and lose the best hand fortune's dealt him yet. Or stay and risk everything for something he never
thought would come his way.

Nauti Deceptions by Lora Leigh

Caitlyn "Rogue" Walker left her life in Boston to become a teacher in a small Kentucky town. But her
dream was shattered when she was framed in a sex scandal. Refusing to be run out of town, Caitlyn shed
the identity she had and became Rogue. Sheriff Zeke Mayes knows there's more to her than meets the
eye, though what meets the eye is pretty smoking. He's prepared for a long struggle getting Rogue to
drop her defenses-and give in to desire. But soon Zeke will become embroiled in a deadly game that
sweeps Rogue up in its wake. And when everything seems to be a matter of life and death, there is no
reason to hold back...[Coming early February]

The Ides of March by Valerio Manfredi

March, 44 BC. Rome, in all her glory, has expanded her territories beyond the wildest dreams of her
citizens, led by Caius Julius Caesar - Pontifex Maximus, dictator perpetuo, invincible military leader and
only fifty-six years old. He is a man in command of his destiny, who wields enormous power throughout
the vast empire. However his god-given mission - to end the blood-splattered fratricidal wars, reconcile
implacably hostile factions and preserve Roman civilization and world order - is teetering dangerously
close to collapse...His power is draining away. None of his supporters can stop the inexorably evolving



plot against him and prophecy will explode into truth on the "Ides of March" and the world will change
forever.

Wicked Craving by G.A. McKevett

Dr. Robert Wellman claims his breakthrough hypnosis techniques can help anyone shed unwanted fat in
record time. But while countless weight-challenged folks have flocked to his popular clinic, most have
only lighter wallets to show for it. Still, Dr. Wellman seems to have it all, until his wife Maria is found
dead at the bottom of a cliff outside the Wellmans' seaside estate - and it's clear she didn't go down
without a fight. Savannah is more than happy to help her good friend, Detective Sergeant Dirk Coulter,
investigate Maria's untimely death. The clues all seem to point to murder, from the broken statuary to
the trampled flowerbeds surrounding the deadly precipice. And since Dr. Wellman appears to be the
only viable suspect, Savannah is sure it's an open and shut case. But she's about to learn that appearances
can be oh-so deceiving. Pound for pound, this is shaping up to be one of Savannah's toughest cases ever.
But she'd better find the killer soon...or else the bodies will just keep piling up...

Butter Safe Than Sorry by Tamar Myers

Mennonite innkeeper Magdalena Yoder is at the bank with her four-year- old son when three armed
Amish men burst in and start shooting and-more surprisingly-cursing. Magdalena protects Little Jacob,
and the robbers flee at the sound of police sirens.

When Jacob wonders why the bandits had mustaches-unlike all the other Amish men he knows-
Magdalena springs into action to catch the thieves. They may be armed, but they may not be Amish!
[Coming early February]

Split Image by Robert B. Parker
The body in the trunk was just the beginning.

Turns out the stiff was a foot soldier for local tough guy Reggie Galen, now enjoying a comfortable
"retirement" with his beautiful wife, Rebecca, in the nicest part of Paradise. Living next door are
Knocko Moynihan and his wife, Robbie, who also happens to be Rebecca's twin. But what initially
appears to be a low-level mob hit takes on new meaning when a high-ranking crime figure is found dead
on Paradise Beach.

Stressed by the case, his failed relationship with his ex-wife, and his ongoing battle with the bottle, Jesse
needs something to keep him from spinning out of control. When private investigator Sunny Randall
comes into town on a case, she asks for Jesse's help. As their professional and personal relationships
become intertwined, both Jesse and Sunny realize that they have much in common with both their
victims and their suspects-and with each other. [Coming late February]

Worst Case by James Patterson

The son of one of New York's wealthiest families is snatched off the street and held hostage. His parents
can't save him, because this kidnapper isn't demanding money. Instead, he quizzes his prisoner on the
price others pay for his life of luxury. In this exam, wrong answers are fatal.

Detective Michael Bennett leads the investigation. With ten kids of his own, he can't begin to understand
what could lead someone to target anyone's children. As another student disappears, one powerful
family after another uses their leverage and connections to turn the heat up on the mayor, the press--
anyone who will listen--to stop this killer. Their reach extends all the way to the FBI, who send their top
Abduction Specialist, Agent Emily Parker. Bennett's life--and love life--suddenly get even more



complicated. Before Bennett has a chance to protest the FBI's intrusion on his case, the mastermind
changes his routine. His plan leads up to the most devastating demonstration yet--one that could bring
cataclysmic devastation to every inch of New York. [Coming early February]

The Boleyn Wife by Brandy Purdy

Shy, plain Lady Jane Parker feels out of place in Henry VIII's courtly world of glamour and intrigue--
until she meets the handsome George Boleyn. Overjoyed when their fathers arrange a match, her dreams
of a loving union are waylaid when she meets George's sister, Anne. For George is completely devoted
to his sister, and cold and indifferent to his bride. As Anne acquires a wide circle of admirers, including
King Henry, Jane's resentment grows. But if becoming Henry's queen makes Anne the most powerful
woman in England, it also makes her highly vulnerable. And as Henry, desperate for a male heir, begins
to tire of his mercurial wife, the stage is set for the ultimate betrayal. . .

Fantasy in Death by J.D. Robb

Bart Minnock, founder of the computer-gaming giant U-Play, enters his private playroom, and eagerly
can't wait to lose himself in an imaginary world, to play the role of a sword-wielding warrior king, in
his company's latest top-secret project, Fantastical.

The next morning, he is found in the same locked room, in a pool of blood, his head separated from his
body. It is the most puzzling case Eve Dallas has ever faced, and it is not a game. . . .

NYPSD Lieutenant Eve Dallas is having as much trouble figuring out how Bart Minnock was murdered
as who did the murdering. The victim's girlfriend seems sincerely grief-stricken, and his quirky-but-
brilliant partners at U-Play appear equally shocked. No one seemed to have a problem with the
enthusiastic, high-spirited millionaire. Of course, success can attract jealousy, and gaming, like any
business, has its fierce rivalries and dirty tricks-as Eve's husband, Roarke, one of U- Play's competitors,
knows well. But Minnock was not naive, and quite capable of fighting back in the real world as well as
the virtual one.

Eve and her team are about to enter the next level of police work, in a world where fantasy is the
ultimate seduction-and the price of defeat is death. . . . [Coming end of February]

A Night Too Dark by Dana Stabenow

In Alaska, people disappear every day. In Aleut detective Kate Shugak’s Park, they’ve been
disappearing a lot lately. Hikers head into the wilderness unprepared and get lost. Miners quit without
notice at the busy Suulutag Mine. Suicides leave farewell notes and vanish.

Not only are Park rats disappearing at an alarming rate, but so is life in the Park as Kate knows it.
Alaska state trooper Jim Chopin’s workload has increased to where he doesn’t make it home three nights
out of four, the controversial mine has seduced Johnny and his classmates with summer jobs and divided
the Niniltna Native Association—the aunties are to a woman selling out—and a hostile environmental
activist organization has embraced the Suulutaqg Mine as their reason for being.

It’s almost a relief when Kate finds a body. This she can handle.

Until the identity of the body vanishes, too.

And it’s only just beginning. [Coming mid February]



City of Dragons by Kelli Stanley

February, 1940. In San Francisco's Chinatown, fireworks explode as the city celebrates Chinese New
Year with a Rice Bowl Party, a three day-and-night carnival designed to raise money and support for
China war relief. Miranda Corbie is a 33-year-old private investigator who stumbles upon the fatally
shot body of Eddie Takahashi. The Chamber of Commerce wants it covered up. The cops acquiesce. All
Miranda wants is justice--whatever it costs. From Chinatown tenements, to a tattered tailor's shop in
Little Osaka, to a high-class bordello draped in Southern Gothic, she shakes down the city--her city--
seeking the truth. [Coming early February]

Big Girl by Danielle Steel

A chubby little girl with blond hair, blue eyes, and ordinary looks, Victoria Dawson has always felt out
of place in her family, especially in body-conscious L.A. Her father, Jim, is tall and slender, and her
mother, Christina, is a fine-boned, dark-haired beauty. Both are self-centered, outspoken, and
disappointed by their daughter’s looks. When Victoria is six, she sees a photograph of Queen Victoria,
and her father has always said she looks just like her. After the birth of Victoria’s perfect younger sister,
Gracie, her father liked to refer to his firstborn as “our tester cake.” With Gracie, everyone agreed that
Jim and Christina got it right.

While her parents and sister can eat anything and not gain an ounce, Victoria must watch everything she
eats, as well as endure her father’s belittling comments about her body and see her academic
achievements go unacknowledged. Ice cream and oversized helpings of all the wrong foods give her
comfort, but only briefly. The one thing she knows is that she has to get away from home, and after
college in Chicago, she moves to New York City.

Landing her dream job as a high school teacher, Victoria loves working with her students and wages war
on her weight at the gym. Despite tension with her parents, Victoria remains close to her sister. And
though they couldn’t be more different in looks, they love each other unconditionally. But regardless of
her accomplishments, Victoria’s parents know just what to say to bring her down. She will always be
her father’s “big girl,” and her mother’s constant disapproval is equally unkind.

When Grace announces her engagement to a man who is an exact replica of their narcissistic father,
Victoria worries about her sister’s future happiness, and with no man of her own, she feels like a failure
once again. As the wedding draws near, a chance encounter, an act of stunning betrayal, and a family
confrontation lead to a turning point.

Behind Victoria is a lifetime of hurt and neglect she has tried to forget, and even ice cream can no longer
dull the pain. Ahead is a challenge and a risk: to accept herself as she is, celebrate it, and claim the
victories she has fought so hard for and deserves. Big girl or not, she is terrific and discovers that
herself. [Coming late February]

Brigid of Kildare by Heather Terrell

Fifth-century Ireland: Brigid is Ireland’s first and only female priest and bishop. Followers flock to her
Kildare abbey and scriptorium. Hearing accounts of Brigid’s power, the Church deems her a threat and
sends Decius, a Roman priest and scribe, on a secret mission to collect proof of Brigid’s heresy.

As Decius records the unorthodox practices of Brigid and her abbey, he becomes intrigued by her.
When Brigid assigns Decius a holy task—to create the most important and sacred manuscript ever
made—he finds himself at odds with his original mission and faces the most difficult decision of his life.

Modern day: Alexandra Patterson, an appraiser of medieval relics, has been summoned to Kildare to
examine a reliquary box believed to belong to Saint Brigid. Hidden within the sacred box is the most



beautiful illuminated manuscript Alex has ever seen. But even more extraordinary is the contents of the
manuscript’s vellum pages, which may have dire repercussions for the Catholic Church and could very
well rewrite the origins of Christianity. [Coming early February]



