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Three Rivers Public Library District 

 

New Fiction List        May 2010 
(All titles have been received or are on order. Most can be requested by asking for help at the desk or on the online 

catalog. Not all are in the catalog for advanced holds.) 

 

Directive 51 by John Barnes 

Heather O'Grainne is the Assistant Secretary in the Office of Future Threat Assessment, investigating 

rumors surrounding something called "Daybreak." The group is diverse and radical, and its members 

have only one thing in common-their hatred for the "Big System" and their desire to take it down.  

Now, seemingly random events simultaneously occurring around the world are in fact connected as part 

of Daybreak's plan to destroy modern civilization-a plan that will eliminate America's top government 

personnel, leaving the nation no choice but to implement its emergency contingency program...Directive 

51. 

 

Executive Intent by Dale Brown 

When America develops the most powerful defense system in history, will it be used to protect the 

nation—or will it be used to force universal domination? This question must be answered in the stillness 

of outer space and the corridors of the White House.  

The United States has just unleashed the most powerful weapon in history—a missile-launching satellite 

called Thor's Hammer that can strike anywhere on the planet in seconds. Now the United States stands 

unchecked in military dominance.  

Or does it?  

The world's other major superpowers, Russia and China, are rocked by America's development, and they 

scramble to respond by gaining control of the seas. When terrorists hijack Pakistani missiles and fire 

them at Indian cities, U.S. president Joseph Gardner has only one option: to use the untested Thor's 

Hammer. But something goes awry and the Hammer misses one of its targets, killing thousands of 

Pakistani civilians. In retaliation, Pakistan and the Middle East decide to give China strategic naval 

advantage by granting it access to Middle Eastern ports.  

To make matters worse, days after the crisis, Somali pirates board a Chinese freighter off the coast of 

Mogadishu and slaughter the crew. China responds by brutally attacking and then occupying Somalia, 

quickly setting up missile pads that can target U.S. naval ships across vital sea-lanes in the Indian Ocean 

and the Gulf of Aden, as well as any ships transiting the Suez Canal. Now the U.S. high command is on 

red alert and the country's security is in total jeopardy. . . .  

Another flash point quickly emerges—in Earth's orbit. When Chinese and Russian spacecraft surround 

an American space station, the threat is clear: negotiate and compromise, or China and Russia will 

cripple the U.S. Navy with ballistic missiles. Retired Air Force lieutenant general Patrick McLanahan 

returns to assist the commander of the U.S. Space Defense Force, Kai Raydon. But can McLanahan and 

Raydon stop the Chinese and Russian spaceships? Or will the world's superpowers be plunged into a 
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full-scale war? All the while, President Gardner must face threats from within when his own vice 

president begins to challenge his decisions—and maybe even his job. [Coming mid May]  

 

61 Hours by Lee Child 

Sixty-one hours. Not a minute to spare. 

A tour bus crashes in a savage snowstorm and lands Jack Reacher in the middle of a deadly 

confrontation. In nearby Bolton, South Dakota, one brave woman is standing up for justice in a small 

town threatened by sinister forces. If she’s going to live long enough to testify, she’ll need help. Because 

a killer is coming to Bolton, a coldly proficient assassin who never misses. 

Reacher’s original plan was to keep on moving. But the next 61 hours will change everything. The 

secrets are deadlier and his enemies are stronger than he could have guessed—but so is the woman 

whose life he’ll risk his own to save. [Coming mid May] 
 

State Fair by Earlene Fowler 

Folk art museum curator, rancher, and sometime sleuth Benni Harper returns with a long-awaited new 

mystery that has her attending the San Celina Mid-State Fair-a place for caramel apples and 4-H calves, 

colorful quilts and homemade jams, and maybe just a little murder... [Coming early May] 

 

Heart of the Matter by Emily Giffin 

Tessa Russo is the mother of two young children and the wife of a renowned pediatric surgeon.  Despite 

her own mother's warnings, Tessa has recently given up her career to focus on her family and the pursuit 

of domestic happiness. From the outside, she seems destined to live a charmed life.  

 Valerie Anderson is an attorney and single mother to six-year-old Charlie--a boy who has never known 

his father.  After too many disappointments, she has given up on romance--and even to some degree, 

friendships--believing that it is always safer not to expect too much. 

 Although both women live in the same Boston suburb, the two have relatively little in common aside 

from a fierce love for their children.  But one night, a tragic accident causes their lives to converge in 

ways no one could have imagined.  [Coming mid May] 

 

The Black Cat by Martha Grimes 

Three months have passed since Richard Jury was left bereft and guilt- ridden after his lover's tragic 

auto accident, and he is now more wary than ever. He is deeply suspicious when requested on a case far 

out of his jurisdiction in an outlying village where a young woman has been murdered behind the local 

pub. The only witness is the establishment's black cat, who gives neither crook nor clue as to the girl's 

identity or her killer's.  

Identifying the girl becomes tricky when she's recognized as both the shy local librarian and a posh city 

escort, and Jury must use all his wits and intuition to determine the connection to subsequent escort 

murders. Meanwhile, Jury's nemesis, Harry Johnson, continues to goad Jury down a dangerous path. 

And Johnson, along with the imperturbable dog Mungo, just may be the key to it all. 

 

Never Let You Go by Erin Healy 

Lexi lives in the shadow of choices her husband made. Especially Grant's choice to leave seven years 

ago, without a word. Her relationship with their daughter, Molly, is now the most important thing in her 

life. Lexi will do anything-work grueling hours, attend church on her only day off, sacrifice financially-

just to see Molly smile. When Grant shows up declaring his intent to re-enter their daughter's life, Lexi 
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is skeptical of his motives. She soon determines not to let him near Molly. Then a drug dealer named 

Warden arrives on Lexi's doorstep, demanding payment of Grant's old debts. But that's just the earthly 

perspective. Staggering supernatural events are spilling into her world in real and shocking ways. Hell's 

fury is great, but Heaven's power is greater still. [Coming early May] 

 

Indivisible by Kristen Heitzmann 

Battling his own personal demons, Police Chief Jonah Westfall knows the dark side of life and has 

committed himself to eradicating it. When a pair of raccoons are found mutilated in Redford, Colorado, 

Jonah investigates the gruesome act, knowing the strange event could escalate and destroy the 

tranquility of his small mountain town. With a rising drug threat and never-ending conflict with Tia 

Manning, a formidable childhood friend with whom he has more than a passing history, Jonah fights for 

answers—and his fragile sobriety. But he can’t penetrate every wound or secret—especially one fueled 

by a love and guilt teetering on madness. [Coming early May] 

 

Edge of Apocalypse by Tim LaHaye and Craig Parshall 

In Tim LaHaye and Craig Parshall's Edge of Apocalypse, Joshua Jordan's new weapons defense system 

will secure America against an array of new enemies, including a nuclear strike on New York City by 

North Korea. But global forces are mounting and corrupt government leaders will go to any extreme to 

prevent an impending economic catastrophe. As world events begin setting the stage for the 'end of days' 

foretold in Revelation, Jordan must weigh the personal price he must pay to save the nation he loves.  

 

The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest by Stieg Larsson 

Lisbeth Salander—the heart of Larsson’s two previous novels—lies in critical condition, a bullet wound 

to her head, in the intensive care unit of a Swedish city hospital. She’s fighting for her life in more ways 

than one: if and when she recovers, she’ll be taken back to Stockholm to stand trial for three murders. 

With the help of her friend, journalist Mikael Blomkvist, she will not only have to prove her innocence, 

but also identify and denounce those in authority who have allowed the vulnerable, like herself, to suffer 

abuse and violence. And, on her own, she will plot revenge—against the man who tried to kill her, and 

the corrupt government institutions that very nearly destroyed her life. 

Once upon a time, she was a victim. Now Salander is fighting back. [Coming late May] 

 

Death of a Trophy Wife by Laura Levine 

Freelance writer Jaine Austen is moving on up! A cushy new advertising gig promises champagne 

wishes and caviar dreams, but Jaine soon discovers she's not the only one in town who's making a 

killing. . . 

Without a job or a date in sight, Jaine is equally out of luck in finance and romance. So when her friend 

Lance offers to treat her to brunch at the Four Seasons, Jaine leaps at the chance like a fashionista at a 

pair of half-price Louboutins. They've barely made it through the menu when Lance spots his friend 

Bunny. Dressed like a million bucks--and probably worth twice that--Bunny is the new trophy wife of 

mattress maven Marvin Cooper.  

When Bunny generously offers Jaine a gig writing Marv's new advertising campaign, Jaine accepts the 

job, and an invitation to her upcoming soirée. But at the party Bunny cruelly rules the Cooper mansion 

with a fist full of martinis, abusing terrified staff and her browbeaten husband alike. It seems like this 

society girl could use a good kick in the assets. Indeed, before the evening is over, someone poisons the 

D-cup diva. Dead must be the new black.  
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The police arrest Lance, but Jaine knows his murderous urges end at her closet door. She sets out to 

clear his name and discovers a list of suspects longer than Bunny's credit card bill. Did Mattress Marv 

get tired of his little bunny hopping into another man's bed, or did a jealous boy-toy fix her a fatal 

cocktail? Marv's ex-wife Ellen has plenty of motives for murder, as does Bunny's harassed maid Lupe. 

Or was it Bunny's seething stepdaughter who sent her to that Great Shopping Mall in the Sky?  

Jaine is running out of time. Jobless, Lance is losing his mind and taking it out on Jaine's apartment, 

wardrobe, and indignant cat Prozac. And before Jaine can say 9021Oh-no someone else is murdered. 

Between a house guest that won't leave, a suitor-turned-stalker, and killer on the loose, Jaine's jackpot 

may turn out to be fool's gold. 

 

Return to Sender by Fern Michaels 

At seventeen, Rosalind “Lin” Townsend finds herself pregnant and alone. Her father, deeply religious 

yet cruel, throws her out of the house. Nick Pemberton, her baby’s father and the man she naively hoped 

might marry her, rejects her. Yet even at the lowest point in her life, Lin vows to succeed on her own 

terms, and to give her son, Will, all the love and happiness she’s been denied. 

 

Nineteen years later, Lin has made good on her promises. She’s the owner of a thriving diner in her 

Georgia hometown, and Will has grown into a fine, intelligent young man who’s about to start his 

freshman year at NYU. But when Lin visits New York with Will, she crosses paths with the one man 

she was sure she’d never see again—Nick Pemberton, now a millionaire CEO, the man who sent back 

all her letters unopened, marked “Return to Sender.” Seeing him fills Lin with anger — and she resolves 

to right the wrong he did to Will. 

 

Helped by Jason, a hired detective, and her best friend, Sally, Lin sets out to disrupt Nick’s life and his 

finances, with spectacular results. But the truth is more complex and surprising than she imagined. And 

soon Lin must choose — between the revenge she thought would free her, and the bright new future 

that’s about to be delivered to her door… 

 

A Woman Called Sage by DiAnn Mills 

They took away everything she loved ... now, she's out for revenge. Sage Morrow had it all: life on a 

beautiful Colorado ranch, a husband who adored her, and a baby on the way. Until five ruthless gunmen 

rode up to their ranch and changed her life forever. Now Sage is a bounty hunter bent on retribution. 

Accompanied only by her majestic hawk, she travels throughout the Rocky Mountains in search of 

injustice, determined to stamp it out wherever it's found. The stakes are raised when two young boys are 

kidnapped and Sage is forced to work with Marshall Parker Timmons to rescue them. But Sage may 

ultimately get more than she bargained for. 

 

Blue Eyed Devil by Robert B. Parker  

Law enforcement in Appaloosa had once been Virgil Cole and me. Now there was a chief of police and 

twelve policemen. Our third day back in town, the chief invited us to the office for a talk.  

The new chief is Amos Callico: a tall, fat man in a derby hat, wearing a star on his vest and a big pearl-

handled Colt inside his coat. An ambitious man with his eye on the governorship-and perhaps the 

presidency-he wants Cole and Hitch on his side. But they can't be bought, which upsets him mightily.  

When Callico begins shaking down local merchants for protection money, those who don't want to play 

along seek the help of Cole and Hitch. But the guns for hire are thorns in the side of the power-hungry 

chief. When they are forced to fire on the trigger-happy son of a politically connected landowner, 
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Callico sees his dream begin to crumble. There will be a showdown-but who'll be left standing? 

[Coming early May] 

 

The Scent of Rain and Lightning by Nancy Pickard 

One beautiful summer afternoon, from her bedroom window on the second floor, Jody Linder is 

unnerved to see her three uncles parking their pickups in front of her parents’ house—or what she calls 

her parents’ house, even though Jay and Laurie Jo Linder have been gone almost all of Jody’s life. 

“What is this fearsome thing I see?” the young high school English teacher whispers, mimicking 

Shakespeare. Polished boots, pressed jeans, fresh white shirts, Stetsons—her uncles’ suspiciously clean 

visiting clothes are a disturbing sign. 

The three bring shocking news: The man convicted of murdering Jody’s father is being released from 

prison and returning to the small town of Rose, Kansas. It has been twenty-six years since that stormy 

night when, as baby Jody lay asleep in her crib, her father was shot and killed and her mother 

disappeared, presumed dead. Neither the protective embrace of Jody’s uncles nor the safe haven of her 

grandparents’ ranch could erase the pain caused by Billy Crosby on that catastrophic night. 

Now Billy Crosby has been granted a new trial, thanks in large part to the efforts of his son, Collin, a 

lawyer who has spent most of his life trying to prove his father’s innocence. As Jody lives only a few 

doors down from the Crosbys, she knows that sooner or later she’ll come face-to-face with the man who 

she believes destroyed her family. 

What she doesn’t expect are the heated exchanges with Collin. Having grown up practically side by side 

in this very small town, Jody and Collin have had a long history of carefully avoiding each other’s eyes. 

Now Jody discovers that underneath their antagonism is a shared sense of loss that no one else could 

possibly understand. As she revisits old wounds, startling revelations compel her to uncover the 

dangerous truth about her family’s tragic past. [Coming early May] 

 

Storm Prey by John Sandford 

Very early, 4:45, on a bitterly cold Minnesota morning, three big men burst through the door of a 

hospital pharmacy, duct-tape the hands, feet, mouth, and eyes of two pharmacy workers, and clean the 

place out. But then things swiftly go bad, one of the workers dies, and the robbers hustle out to their 

truck-and find themselves for just one second face-to-face with a blond woman in the garage: Weather 

Karkinnen, surgeon, wife of an investigator named Lucas Davenport.  

Did she see enough? Can she identify them? Gnawing it over later, it seems to them there is only one 

thing they can do: Find out who she is, and eliminate the only possible witness... [Coming mid May] 

 

Private Life by Jane Smiley 

Margaret Mayfield is nearly an old maid at twenty-seven in turn of the 20
th

 century Missouri when she 

marries Captain Andrew Jackson Jefferson Early. He’s the most famous man their small town has ever 

produced: a naval officer and a brilliant astronomer—a genius who, according to the local paper, has 

changed the universe. Margaret’s mother calls the match “a piece of luck.” 

Margaret is a good girl who has been raised to marry, yet Andrew confounds her expectations from the 

moment their train leaves for his naval base in faraway California. Soon she comes to understand that 

his devotion to science leaves precious little room for anything, or anyone, else. When personal 

tragedies strike and when national crises envelop the country, Margaret stands by her husband. But as 

World War II approaches, Andrew’s obsessions take a different, darker turn, and Margaret is forced to 

reconsider the life she has so carefully constructed. [Coming early May] 
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Star Wars: Fate of the Jedi: Allies by Christie Golden 

What began as a quest for truth has become a struggle for survival for Luke Skywalker and his son, Ben. 

They have used the secrets of the Mindwalkers to transcend their own bodies and speak with the spirits 

of the fallen, risking their very lives in the process. They have faced a team of Sith assassins and beaten 

the odds to destroy them. And now the death squad’s sole survivor, Sith apprentice Vestara Khai, has 

summoned an entire fleet of Sith frigates to engage the embattled father and son. But the dark warriors 

come bearing a surprising proposition that will bring Jedi and Sith together in an unprecedented alliance 

against an evil more ancient and alien than they can imagine. 

While the Skywalkers and their Sith allies set off on their joint mission into the treacherous web of black 

holes that is the Maw, Han and Leia Solo risk arrest and worse to aid the Jedi imprisoned back on 

Coruscant. Tyrannical Chief of State Natasi Daala has issued orders that will open a permanent schism 

between her government and the Jedi Order—a schism that could turn all Jedi into renegades and 

wanted criminals.  

But it is in the depths of the Maw that the future of the galaxy will be decided. For there the Skywalkers 

and their Sith allies will engage a true monster in battle, and Luke will come face-to-face with a 

staggering truth.[Coming late May] 

 

It Had to Be You by Janice Thompson 

Bella couldn't be happier that two of her long-feuding relatives have finally admitted their love for one 

another and are getting married. Their forties-style wedding is sure to be a night to remember. But when 

the Rossi house begins to fill up with family from Italy--and an old mobster from New Jersey--life starts 

to get complicated. Will a friend from the past drive the happy couple apart once more? And will Bella 

ever have time to think of her own rapidly approaching wedding amid the chaos? 

 

Innocent by Scott Turow 

The sequel to the genre-defining, landmark bestseller Presumed Innocent, INNOCENT continues the 

story of Rusty Sabich and Tommy Molto who are, once again, twenty years later, pitted against each 

other in a riveting psychological match after the mysterious death of Rusty's wife. [Coming early May] 

 

A Mighty Fortress by David Weber 

Young Cayleb Ahrmahk has accomplished things few people could even dream of. Not yet even thirty 

years old, he’s won the most crushing naval victories in human history. He’s smashed a hostile alliance 

of no less than five princedoms and won the hand of the beautiful young Queen Sharleyan of Chisholm. 

Cayleb and Sharleyan have created the Charisian Empire, the greatest naval power in the history of 

Safehold, and they’ve turned Charis into a place of refuge for all who treasure freedom. 

Their success may prove short-lived. The Church of God Awaiting, which controls most of Safehold, 

has decreed their destruction. Mother Church’s entire purpose is to prevent the very things to which 

Charis is committed. Since the first attempt to crush the heretics failed, the Church has no choice but to 

adopt some of the hated Charisian innovations for themselves. Soon a mighty fleet will sail against 

Cayleb, destroying everything in its path. 

But there are still matters about which the Church knows nothing, including Cayleb and Sharleyan’s 

adviser, friend, and guardian— the mystic warrior-monk named Merlin Athrawes. Merlin knows all 

about battles against impossible odds, because he is in fact the cybernetic avatar of a young woman 

named Nimue Alban, who died a thousand years before. As Nimue, Merlin saw the entire Terran 

Federation go down in fire and slaughter at the hands of a foe it could not defeat. He knows that 

Safehold is the last human planet in existence, and that the stasis the Church was created to enforce will 
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be the human race’s death sentence if it is allowed to stand. 

The juggernaut is rumbling down on Charis, but Merlin Athrawes and a handful of extraordinary human 

beings stand in its path. The Church is about to discover just how potent the power of human freedom 

truly is. 


