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Three Rivers Public Library District 

 

 New Fiction List       November 2009 
(All titles have been received or are on order; any may be requested by asking any library clerk.) 

 

Gift by Cecelia Ahern 

An extremely successful executive, Lou Suffern is always overstretched, immune to the 

holiday spirit that delights everyone around him. The classic workaholic who never has a 

moment to spare, he is always multitasking while shortchanging his devoted wife and their 

adorable children. And ever since he started competing for a big promotion, he has barely seen 

his family at all.  

One frigid morning in an uncharacteristic burst of generosity, he buys a cup of coffee for Gabe, 

a homeless man huddled outside his office building. Inspired by his own unexpected act of 

kindness, Lou decides to prolong his charitable streak and contrives to get Gabe a job in his 

company's mailroom. But when Gabe begins to meddle in Lou's life, the helping hand appears 

to be a serious mistake. Gabe seems to know more about Lou than Lou does about himself, 

and, perhaps more disturbingly, Gabe always seems to be in two places at once. With Lou's 

personal and professional fates at important crossroads and Christmas looming, Gabe resorts to 

some unorthodox methods to show his stubborn patron what truly matters and how precious 

the gift of time is. But can he help him fix what's broken before it's too late? [Coming early 

November] 

 

Rainwater by Sandra Brown 

The year is 1934. With the country in the stranglehold of drought and economic depression, 

Ella Barron runs her Texas boardinghouse with an efficiency that ensures her life will be kept 

in balance. Between chores of cooking and cleaning for her residents, she cares for her ten-

year-old son, Solly, a sweet but challenging child whose misunderstood behavior finds Ella on 

the receiving end of pity, derision, and suspicion.  

When David Rainwater arrives at the house looking for lodging, he comes recommended by a 

trusted friend as "a man of impeccable character." But Ella senses that admitting Mr. Rainwater 

will bring about unsettling changes. However, times are hard, and in order to make ends meet, 

Ella's house must remain one hundred percent occupied. So Mr. Rainwater moves into her 

house...and impacts her life in ways Ella could never have foreseen. The changes are echoed by 

the turbulence beyond the house walls. Friends and neighbors who've thus far maintained a 

tenuous grip on their meager livelihoods now face foreclosure and financial ruin. In an effort to 

save their families from homelessness and hunger, farmers and cattlemen are forced to make 

choices that come with heartrending consequences. The climate of desperation creates a fertile 

atmosphere for racial tensions and social unrest. Conrad Ellis -- privileged and spoiled and 

Ella's nemesis since childhood -- steps into this arena of teeming hostility to exact his 

vengeance and demonstrate the extent of his blind hatred and unlimited cruelty. He and his 

gang of hoodlums come to embody the rule of law, and no one in Gilead, Texas, is safe. 

Particularly Ella and Solly.In this hotbed of uncertainty, Ella finds Mr. Rainwater a calming 

presence. She is moved by the kindness he shows other boarders, Solly...and Ella herself. 

Slowly, she begins to rely on his soft-spokenness, his restraint, and the steely resolve of his 

convictions.  
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And on the hottest, most violent night of the summer, those principles will be put to the 

ultimate test. [Coming early November] 

A Quilter’s Holiday by Jennifer Chiaverini 

For the Elm Creek Quilters, the day after Thanksgiving marks the start of the quilting season, a 

time to gather at Elm Creek Manor and spend the day stitching holiday gifts for loved ones. 

This year, in keeping with the season's spirit of gratitude, Master Quilter Sylvia Bergstrom 

Compson Cooper is eager to revive a cherished family tradition. A recent remodeling of the 

manor's kitchen unearthed a cornucopia that once served as the centerpiece of the Bergstrom 

family's holiday table. Into it, each Bergstrom would place an object that symbolized 

something he or she was especially thankful for that year. On this quilter's holiday, Sylvia has 

invited her friends to continue the tradition by sewing quilt blocks that represent their 

thankfulness and gratitude.As each quilter explains the significance of her carefully chosen 

block, stories of love and longing for family and friends emerge -- feelings that are also 

expressed in the gifts they work on throughout the day. Diane is thankful for her two sons, 

who've outgrown their youthful troubles to become fine young men, but she wishes they 

revered their family's traditions as much as she does. Anna, in her first holiday season as an 

Elm Creek Quilter, creates a quilt for her best friend even as she begins to question her feelings 

for him, which may have grown beyond friendship. Sylvia reflects upon holidays past spent 

with her beloved, long-lost cousin Elizabeth and wonders whatever became of her. Sarah, 

pregnant with twins, determinedly sews a Christmas gift for her father-in-law, whose persistent 

suggestions that her husband, Matt, come to work for his construction company have created 

tension in their marriage. And as Gretchen pieces a quilt for a charity she has not yet chosen 

and Gwen completes a project begun by her graduate school mentor, both women lend their 

talents to those in need.As an early winter storm blankets Elm Creek Manor in heavy snow, the 

quilters find new meanings in their best-loved traditions and new reasons to be thankful. A 

Quilter's Holiday is a story of holiday spirit, in its truest, most generous sense. [Coming early 

November] 

 

Pirate Latitudes by Michael Crichton 

The Caribbean, 1665. A remote colony of the English Crown, the island of Jamaica holds out 

against the vast supremacy of the Spanish empire. Port Royal, its capital, is a cutthroat town of 

taverns, grog shops, and bawdy houses. In this steamy climate there's a living to be made, a 

living that can end swiftly by disease—or by dagger. For Captain Charles Hunter, gold in 

Spanish hands is gold for the taking, and the law of the land rests with those ruthless enough to 

make it. Word in port is that the galleon El Trinidad, fresh from New Spain, is awaiting repairs 

in a nearby harbor. Heavily fortified, the impregnable harbor is guarded by the bloodthirsty 

Cazalla, a favorite commander of the Spanish king himself. With backing from a powerful ally, 

Hunter assembles a crew of ruffians to infiltrate the enemy outpost and commandeer El 

Trinidad, along with its fortune in Spanish gold. The raid is as perilous as the bloodiest tales of 

island legend, and Hunter will lose more than one man before he even sets foot on foreign 

shores, where dense jungle and the firepower of Spanish infantry stand between him and the 

treasure. . . . [Note: This was completed before Crichton’s death in 2008.] [Coming late 

November] 

 

The Wrecker by Clive Cussler 

It is 1907, a year of financial panic and labor unrest. Train wrecks, fires, and explosions 

sabotage the Southern Pacific Railroad's Cascades express line and, desperate, the railroad 
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hires the fabled Van Dorn Detective Agency. Van Dorn sends in his best man, and Bell quickly 

discovers that a mysterious saboteur haunts the hobo jungles of the West, a man known as the 

Wrecker, who recruits accomplices from the down-and-out to attack the railroad, and then kills 

them afterward. The Wrecker traverses the vast spaces of the American West as if he had 

wings, striking wherever he pleases, causing untold damage and loss of human life. Who is he? 

What does he want? Is he a striker? An anarchist? A revolutionary determined to displace the 

"privileged few"? A criminal mastermind engineering some as yet unexplained scheme? 

Whoever he is, whatever his motives, the Wrecker knows how to create maximum havoc, and 

Bell senses that he is far from done-that, in fact, the Wrecker is building up to a grand act 

unlike anything he has committed before. If Bell doesn't stop him in time, more than a railroad 

could be at risk-it could be the future of the entire country. [Coming mid November] 

 

Spinning Forward by Terri Dulong 

Sydney Webster's comfortable New England life comes crashing down when her husband dies 

suddenly, leaving her penniless and evicted. She had no idea about his huge gambling debts, 

and is getting no sympathy from her hurt and angry twenty something daughter. With nowhere 

else to turn, Sydney takes shelter at a college friend's B&B in Cedar key, Florida, where she 

begins to form a plan. As Syd turns her talent at spinning wool and knitting into a retail 

venture, other doors begin to open. She steps into the embrace of a community rich with love, 

laughter, friendship...and secrets. And soon she faces a choice: spin a safety net, or spin 

forward and never look back. Entertaining and heart warming, this superb debut will win 

readers over with its real-life challenges and quirky and compelling characters. 

 

Wee Christmas Homicide by Kaitlyn Dunnett 

Tis the season to be jolly, but in Moosetookalook, Maine, Christmas cheer is in short supply 

due to a snowless winter that's keeping skiers and shoppers at a distance. Fortunately, Liss 

MacCrimmon of the Scottish Emporium has a plan. . .  

Liss's brainstorm focuses on Tiny Teddies, the new "hot" toy of the season. Every store across 

the country is out of stock--except a few wee establishments in good ol' Moosetookalook. It's 

easy enough to drum up approval for the idea of luring consumers to town and keeping them 

there with a stockingful of New England holiday charm. Liss's real challenge lies in contending 

with bickering businesspeople and--once America learns of Moosetookalook's Tiny Teddy 

cache--doggedly determined shopaholics.  

The first sign of something amiss occurs when the last Tiny Teddy is summarily executed: shot 

through the heart in the display window of greedy toy store owner Gavin Thorne. But the 

Teddy's demise is just a precursor to the eerily similar murder of Gavin himself. . .  

The two men in Liss's life want her far from the case, but she can't help feeling guilty for 

starting the fur frenzy that seems to have led to Gavin's death. Besides, how can she ignore the 

lengthy list of suspects, not the least of whom include Gavin's vindictive ex-wife, an 

unscrupulous selectman, a ski shop owner with an axe to grind, and a rabid toy collector 

packing heat in her purse?  

Now, with the Twelve (or, in Scots terms, the Daft) Days of Christmas rapidly approaching, 

Liss has a plate full of things worse than haggis to contend with, starting with a stockroom 

packed with poultry (don't ask), and ending with a killer who'd like to see Liss's goose well and 

fully cooked. . .  

 

Ford County by John Grisham 
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In his first collection of short stories John Grisham takes us back to Ford County, Mississippi, 

the setting of his first novel, A Time to Kill. 

 

Wheelchair-bound Inez Graney and her two older sons, Leon and Butch, take a bizarre road 

trip through the Mississippi Delta to visit the youngest Graney brother, Raymond, who's been 

locked away on death row for eleven years. It could well be their last visit. 

 

Mack Stafford, a hard-drinking and low-grossing run-of-the-mill divorce lawyer gets a miracle 

phone call with a completely unexpected offer to settle some old, forgotten cases for more 

money than he has ever seen. Mack is suddenly bored with the law, fed up with his wife and 

his life, and makes drastic plans to finally escape. 

 

Quiet, dull Sidney, a data collector for an insurance company, perfects his blackjack skills in 

hopes of bringing down the casino empire of Clanton's most ambitious hustler, Bobby Carl 

Leach, who, among other crimes, has stolen Sidney's wife. 

 

Three good ol' boys from rural Ford County begin a journey to the big city of Memphis to give 

blood to a grievously injured friend. However, they are unable to drive past a beer store as the 

trip takes longer and longer. The journey comes to an abrupt end when they make a fateful stop 

at a Memphis strip club. 

 

The Quiet Haven Retirement Home is the final stop for the elderly of Clanton. It's a sad, 

languid place with little controversy, until Gilbert arrives. Posing as a lowly paid bedpan boy, 

he is in reality a brilliant stalker with an uncanny ability to sniff out the assets of those 

"seniors" he professes to love. 

 

One of the hazards of litigating against people in a small town is that one day, long after the 

trial, you will probably come face-to-face with someone you've beaten in a lawsuit. Lawyer 

Stanley Wade bumps into an old adversary, a man with a long memory, and the encounter 

becomes a violent ordeal. 

 

Clanton is rocked with the rumor that the gay son of a prominent family has finally come 

home, to die. Of AIDS. Fear permeates the town as gossip runs unabated. But in Lowtown, the 

colored section of Clanton, the young man finds a soul mate in his final days.[Coming early 

November] 

 

Merry Merry Ghost by Carolyn Hart 

Being dead can't put a damper on spirited, holiday-loving Bailey Ruth Raeburn.  

Christmas is a time for family and giving, and a wealthy woman in Adelaide, Oklahoma, is 

about to embrace both. Discovering that she has a young grandson, the dowager decides to 

change her will to leave the bulk of her fortune to the young boy—an alteration that stuns the 

rest of her family. But a scrooge of a determined heir makes sure she never signs the new 

document. When she is found dead, it's up to that irrepressible spirit Bailey Ruth, on 

assignment from Wiggins and Heaven's Department of Good Intentions, to protect a little boy, 

foil a murderer, and save Christmas.  
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There's only one teeny hitch: how can Bailey Ruth figure out which family member was 

desperate enough to kill when everyone has a motive?  

Ice by Linda Howard 

Gabriel McQueen has only just arrived home on holiday leave from the service when his 

county-sheriff father sends him back out again with new marching orders. A brewing ice 

storm, and a distant neighbor who’s fallen out of contact, have the local lawman concerned. So 

he enlists Gabriel to make the long haul to the middle of nowhere, and make sure Lolly Helton 

is safe and sound. It’s a trip the younger McQueen would rather not make given the bitter 

winter weather–and the icy conditions that have always existed between him and Lolly.  

 

But there’s no talking back when your dad is the town’s top cop. And there’s no turning back 

when night falls just as Gabriel arrives–and discovers that the weather outside isn’t the only 

thing that’s frightful. Spotting strangers in Lolly’s home–one of them packing a weapon–is all 

it takes to kick Gabriel into combat mode. And his stealth training is all he needs to extract 

Lolly from the house without alerting her captors. But when the escape is discovered, the heat–

and the hunt–are on. And the winter woods are nowhere to be once the ice storm touches down, 

dropping trees, blocking roads, and trapping the fleeing pair in the freezing dark. [Coming mid 

November] 

 

Knit the Season by Kate Jacobs 

Knit the Season is a loving, moving, laugh-out-loud celebration of special times with friends 

and family. The story begins a year after the end of Knit Two, with Dakota Walker's trip to 

spend the Christmas holidays with her Gran in Scotland-accompanied by her father, her 

grandparents, and her mother's best friend, Catherine. Together, they share a trove of happy 

memories about Christmases past with Dakota's mom, Georgia Walker-from Georgia's 

childhood to her blissful time as a doting new mom. From Thanksgiving through Hanukkah 

and Christmas to New Year's, Knit the Season is a novel about the richness of family bonds 

and the joys of friendship. [Coming early November] 

 

The Gathering Storm by Robert Jordan and Brandon Sanderson 

Tarmon Gai’don, the Last Battle, looms. And mankind is not ready. 

The final volume of the Wheel of Time, A Memory of Light, was partially written by Robert 

Jordan before his untimely passing in 2007. Brandon Sanderson, New York Times bestselling 

author of the Mistborn books, was chosen by Jordan’s editor---his wife, Harriet McDougal---to 

complete the final book. The scope and size of the volume was such that it could not be 

contained in a single book, and so Tor proudly presents The Gathering Storm as the first of 

three novels that will make up A Memory of Light. This short sequence will complete the 

struggle against the Shadow, bringing to a close a journey begun almost twenty years ago and 

marking the conclusion of the Wheel of Time, the preeminent fantasy epic of our era. 

 

In this epic novel, Robert Jordan’s international bestselling series begins its dramatic 

conclusion. Rand al’Thor, the Dragon Reborn, struggles to unite a fractured network of 

kingdoms and alliances in preparation for the Last Battle. As he attempts to halt the Seanchan 

encroachment northward---wishing he could form at least a temporary truce with the invaders--

-his allies watch in terror the shadow that seems to be growing within the heart of the Dragon 

Reborn himself. 
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Egwene al’Vere, the Amyrlin Seat of the rebel Aes Sedai, is a captive of the White Tower and 

subject to the whims of their tyrannical leader. As days tick toward the Seanchan attack she 

knows is imminent, Egwene works to hold together the disparate factions of Aes Sedai while 

providing leadership in the face of increasing uncertainty and despair. Her fight will prove the 

mettle of the Aes Sedai, and her conflict will decide the future of the White Tower---and 

possibly the world itself. 

 

The Wheel of Time turns, and Ages come and pass. What was, what will be, and what is, may 

yet fall under the Shadow. 

 

Shades of Blue by Karen Kingsbury 

Brad Cutler, twenty-eight, is a rising star at his New York ad agency, about to marry the girl of 

his dreams. Anyone would agree he has it all â€¦ a great career, a beautiful and loving fiancée, 

and a fairy tale life ahead of him when memories of a high school girlfriend begin to torment 

him. Lost innocence and one very difficult choice flood his conscience, and he is no longer 

sure what the future will bring except for this: He must find his old love and make amends. 

Haunted by the past and confused about the future, he turns to God seeking forgiveness and 

redemption. [Coming late November] 

 

Under the Dome by Stephen King 

On an entirely normal, beautiful fall day in Chester's Mill, Maine, the town is inexplicably and 

suddenly sealed off from the rest of the world by an invisible force field. Planes crash into it 

and fall from the sky in flaming wreckage, a gardener's hand is severed as "the dome" comes 

down on it, people running errands in the neighboring town are divided from their families, and 

cars explode on impact. No one can fathom what this barrier is, where it came from, and when-

-or if--it will go away. 

 

Dale Barbara, Iraq vet and now a short-order cook, finds himself teamed with a few intrepid 

citizens--town newspaper owner Julia Shumway, a physician's assistant at the hospital, a 

select-woman, and three brave kids. Against them stands Big Jim Rennie, a politician who will 

stop at nothing--even murder--to hold the reins of power, and his son, who is keeping a 

horrible secret in a dark pantry. But their main adversary is the Dome itself. Because time isn't 

just short. It's running out. [Coming mid November] 

 

The Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver 

Born in the United States, reared in a series of provisional households in Mexico—from a 

coastal island jungle to 1930s Mexico City—Harrison Shepherd finds precarious shelter but no 

sense of home on his thrilling odyssey. Life is whatever he learns from housekeepers who put 

him to work in the kitchen, errands he runs in the streets, and one fateful day, by mixing plaster 

for famed Mexican muralist Diego Rivera. He discovers a passion for Aztec history and meets 

the exotic, imperious artist Frida Kahlo, who will become his lifelong friend. When he goes to 

work for Lev Trotsky, an exiled political leader fighting for his life, Shepherd inadvertently 

casts his lot with art and revolution, newspaper headlines and howling gossip, and a risk of 

terrible violence. Meanwhile, to the north, the United States will soon be caught up in the 

internationalist goodwill of World War II. There in the land of his birth, Shepherd believes he 

might remake himself in America's hopeful image and claim a voice of his own. He finds 

support from an unlikely kindred soul, his stenographer, Mrs. Brown, who will be far more 

valuable to her employer than he could ever know. Through darkening years, political winds 
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continue to toss him between north and south in a plot that turns many times on the 

unspeakable breach—the lacuna—between truth and public presumption. [Coming early 

November] 

 

Breathless by Dean Koontz 

In the stillness of a golden September afternoon, deep in the wilderness of the Rockies, a 

solitary craftsman, Grady Adams, and his magnificent Irish wolfhound Merlin step from 

shadow into light…and into an encounter with enchantment. That night, through the trees, 

under the moon, a pair of singular animals will watch Grady's isolated home, waiting to make 

their approach.  

  

A few miles away, Camillia Rivers, a local veterinarian, begins to unravel the threads of a 

puzzle that will bring all the forces of a government in peril to her door. 

  

At a nearby farm, long-estranged identical twins come together to begin a descent into 

darkness…In Las Vegas, a specialist in chaos theory probes the boundaries of the 

unknowable…On a Seattle golf course, two men make matter-of-fact arrangements for 

murder…Along a highway by the sea, a vagrant scarred by the past begins a trek toward his 

destiny…[Coming late November] 

 

Wishin’ and Hopin’ by Wally Lamb 

LBJ and Lady Bird are in the White House, Meet the Beatles is on everyone's turntable, and 

Felix Funicello (distant cousin of the iconic Annette!) is doing his best to navigate fifth 

grade—easier said than done when scary movies still give you nightmares and you bear a 

striking resemblance to a certain adorable cartoon boy.  

Back in his beloved fictional town of Three Rivers, Connecticut, with a new cast of endearing 

characters, Wally Lamb takes his readers straight into the halls of St. Aloysius Gonzaga 

Parochial School—where Mother Filomina's word is law and goody-two-shoes Rosalie 

Twerski is sure to be minding everyone's business. But grammar and arithmetic move to the 

back burner this holiday season with the sudden arrivals of substitute teacher Madame 

Frechette, straight from Quebec, and feisty Russian student Zhenya Kabakova. While Felix 

learns the meaning of French kissing, cultural misunderstanding, and tableaux vivants, Wishin' 

and Hopin' barrels toward one outrageous Christmas.From the Funicello family's bus-station 

lunch counter to the elementary school playground (with an uproarious stop at the Pillsbury 

Bake-Off), Wishin' and Hopin' is a vivid slice of 1960s life, a wise and witty holiday tale that 

celebrates where we've been—and how far we've come. [Coming mid November] 

 

Matchless by Gregory Maguire 

Each year, National Public Radio asks a writer to compose a story with a Christmas theme. In 

2008, Gregory Maguire offered a new twist on a classic tale, reinventing the Hans Christian 

Andersen classic "The Little Match Girl."  

When the story was first translated from Danish and published in England in the mid-

nineteenth century, the match girl's dying visions of lights and a grandmother in heaven were 

often interpreted as metaphors of religious salvation. In Matchless, Maguire adds a different 

dimension to the story, intertwining the match girl's tale with that of a young boy, Frederik, 

whose own yearnings are the catalyst for a better future for himself and his family. Maguire 

uses his storytelling magic to rekindle Andersen's original intentions and to suggest 

transcendence, the permanence of spirit, and the continuity that links the living and the dead.  
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Christmas Clock by Kat Martin 

Sylvia Winters just found a job and an apartment in her hometown of Dreyerville, Michigan, 

but she is hesitant to return. Eight years ago, she jilted her fiancé, Joe Dixon, telling him that 

she was moving to Chicago because small-town living was not for her. But she was lying. Syl 

was headed to Chicago to be treated for cervical cancer. Sadly, Joe never knew the real reason 

she left him. Confused and distraught, he turned to drinking to heal the pain, until he 

accidentally killed a man and served years in jail. Now Syl and Joe are both back in town, but 

it will take a miracle to bring them back into each other’s arms. 

Also in town is Lottie Sparks and her grandson, Teddy. Ever since Lottie’s daughter was killed 

in a drunk-driving accident, Lottie’s been in charge of Teddy. He appreciates her love more 

than she knows, so much so that the industrious eight-year-old hits up Joe’s auto body shop, so 

he can save enough money by Christmas to buy his grandmother a Victorian clock she 

adores—one that vividly reminds her of her childhood, even as the rest of her memories are 

slipping away with the onset of advanced Alzheimer’s. 

As spring turns to summer and summer to fall, matters in the Sparks’ household take a turn for 

the worse. And with winter approaching, will a little hope and a big dose of Christmas magic 

be enough to make everything all right again? 

A Blue and Grey Christmas by Joan Medlicott 

When a rusty old tin box is unearthed at the Covington Homestead, longtime housemates 

Grace, Amelia, and Hannah discover that it contains letters and diaries written by two Civil 

War soldiers, one Union and one Confederate. The friends are captivated by the drama 

revealed. The soldiers were found dying on a nearby battlefield by an old woman. She nursed 

them back to health, hiding them from bounty hunters seeking deserters. At the end of the war 

the men chose to stay in Covington, caring for their rescuer as she grew frail. But while their 

lives were rich, they still felt homesick and guilty for never contacting the families they'd left 

behind. Christmas is coming, and the letters inspire Amelia with a generous impulse. What if 

she and her friends were to find the two soldiers' descendants and invite them to Covington to 

meet? What better holiday gift could there be than the truth about these two heroic men and 

their dramatic shared fate? With little time left, the ladies spring into action to track down the 

men's families in Connecticut and the Carolinas, and to make preparations in Covington for 

their most memorable, most historic Christmas yet. [Coming mid November] 

 

The Body in the Sleigh by Katherine Hall Page 

It's Christmastime, and the Fairchild family is spending the holidays on idyllic Sanpere Island 

in Maine while the Reverend Thomas Fairchild recuperates from surgery. His caterer wife, 

Faith, is rejoicing in the rare, holiday family-time together—watching ice boaters, 

snowshoeing, and doing plenty of reading in front of the fire. But Faith's high spirits are 

dampened when she discovers the body of a young woman in an antique sleigh in front of the 

Sanpere Historical Society. The victim, Norah, was a teenage drug addict who apparently died 

by her own hand. Beloved by many, her untimely death rocks the isolated, tight-knit island 

community. Meanwhile, Mary Bethany, a local spinster who raises goats, happens upon a 

newborn baby boy lying in the manger of her barn on Christmas Eve. The only clues to his 

identity are a note in the basket asking her to take care of him, as well as an alarming amount 

of cash. As Faith helps Mary locate the baby's mother, she soon finds that the truth behind the 
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abandonment is connected to Norah's last days—and that, just as death and life are intertwined 

on Sanpere, so are evil and redemptive goodness.  

 

I, Alex Cross by James Patterson 

Detective Alex Cross is pulled out of a family celebration and given the awful news that a 

beloved relative has been found brutally murdered. Alex vows to hunt down the killer, and 

soon learns that she was mixed up in one of Washington's wildest scenes. And she was not this 

killer's only victim. 

The hunt for her murderer leads Alex and his girlfriend, Detective Brianna Stone, to a place 

where every fantasy is possible, if you have the credentials to get in. Alex and Bree are soon 

facing down some very important, very protected, very dangerous people in levels of society 

where only one thing is certain--they will do anything to keep their secrets safe. 

As Alex closes in on the killer, he discovers evidence that points to the unimaginable--a 

revelation that could rock the entire world. [Coming mid November] 

 

Kindred in Death by J.D. Robb 

When the newly promoted captain of the NYPSD and his wife return a day early from their 

vacation, they were looking forward to spending time with their bright and vivacious sixteen-

year-old daughter who had stayed behind. 

 

Not even their worst nightmares could have prepared them for the crime scene that awaited 

them instead. Brutally murdered in her bedroom, Deena's body showed signs of trauma that 

horrified even the toughest of cops; including our own Lieutenant Eve Dallas, who was 

specifically requested by the captain to investigate. 

 

When the evidence starts to pile up, Dallas and her team think they are about to arrest their 

perpetrator; little do they know yet that someone has gone to great lengths to tease and taunt 

them by using a variety of identities. Overconfidence can lead to careless mistakes. But for 

Dallas, one mistake might be all she needs to bring justice. [Coming early November] 

 

Broken Jewel by David Robbins 

For three years after the fall of Manila, 2,100 Allied civilians have been imprisoned at Los 

Baños Internment Camp, 40 miles to the southeast and notorious for its horrendous conditions. 

American Remy Tuck, the camp's resident gambler, struggles daily with his Japanese army 

captors to keep his community of Americans, Brits, and Dutch alive, as they stave off 

starvation and protect one another from vicious punishments. Remy's son, Talbot, now 

nineteen, has become a man while in captivity. Headstrong to the hilt and a nimble thief, Tal 

can move like a snake under the guards' noses and defies their orders at every opportunity. On 

the other side of the barbed wire, looking down on the camp, is the Filipina Carmen, a 

"comfort woman" who has been kidnapped by the Japanese, raped, and forced into sexual 

slavery to service the Imperial Japanese Army. Carmen battles to keep herself physically and 

emotionally intact. A favorite of one of the guards, she accepts his occasional kindnesses but 

has eyes only for Tal, whose fortitude in the face of great suffering astounds her. Tal, in turn, 

looks up to Carmen's high window and sees the grace and courage with which she endures her 

imprisonment. Without speaking, the two fall in love above the encampment grounds. As the 

tide of the war in the Pacific turns against the Japanese, tensions and danger in the camp 

escalate. In the face of all but certain execution at the hands of their captors, Remy and Tal 
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enact a daring plan to save their fellow prisoners and the woman Tal loves. [Coming mid 

November] 

 

No Less Than Victory by Jeff Shaara 

After the success of the Normandy invasion, the Allied commanders are buoyantly confident 

that the war in Europe will be over in a matter of weeks, that Hitler and his battered army have 

no other option than surrender. But despite the advice of his best military minds, Hitler will 

hear no talk of defeat. In mid-December 1944, the Germans launch a desperate and ruthless 

counteroffensive in the Ardennes forest, utterly surprising the unprepared Americans who 

stand in their way. Through the frigid snows of the mountainous terrain, German tanks and 

infantry struggle to realize Hitler’s goal: divide the Allied armies and capture the vital port at 

Antwerp. The attack succeeds in opening up a wide gap in the American lines, and for days 

chaos reigns in the Allied command. Thus begins the Battle of the Bulge, the last gasp by 

Hitler’s forces that becomes a horrific slugging match, some of the most brutal fighting of the 

war. As American commanders respond to the stunning challenge, the German spear is finally 

blunted. 

 

Though some in the Nazi inner circle continue the fight to secure Germany’s postwar future, 

the Führer makes it clear that he is fighting to the end. He will spare nothing–not even German 

lives–to preserve his twisted vision of a “Thousand Year Reich.” But in May 1945, the German 

army collapses, and with Russian troops closing in, Hitler commits suicide. As the Americans 

sweep through the German countryside, they unexpectedly encounter the worst of Hitler’s 

crimes, the concentration camps, and young GIs find themselves absorbing firsthand the 

horrors of the Holocaust. [Coming early November] 

 

Hollywood Moon by Joseph Wambaugh 

There's a saying at Hollywood station that the full moon brings out the beast--rather than the 

best--in the precinct's citizens. One moonlit night, LAPD veteran Dana Vaughn and 

"Hollywood" Nate Weiss, a struggling-actor-turned cop, get a call about a young man who's 

been attacking women. Meanwhile, two surfer cops known as Flotsam and Jetsam keep 

bumping into an odd, suspicious duo--a smooth-talking player in dreads and a crazy-eyed, 

tattooed biker. No one suspects that all three dubious characters might be involved in 

something bigger, more high-tech, and much more illegal. After a dizzying series of twists, 

turns, and chases, the cops will find they've stumbled upon a complex web of crime where 

even the criminals can't be sure who's conning whom.  [Coming late November] 


